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John Lovick, Snohomish County Executive

| am pleased to welcome you to Snohomish County’s 12th annual Focus on Farming
conference. Over the past 11 years, Focus on Farming has grown into one of the largest
conferences of its kind in western Washington focused on important issues and new
opportunities for the farming and agriculture community. At this year’s conference we
will be “Planting our Future,” by exploring timely topics such as near-term weather
predictions, new technologies in agriculture, and exploring opportunities in exporting.
We are also pleased to launch a new conference, Focus on Forestry, that aims to bring
new energy into Snohomish County’s forestry industry. Through these conferences, we
are eager to work with Snohomish County’s agriculture and forestry communities to plant
the future and identify action steps we can take to advance the prosperous and sustainable
growth of these important sectors.

We are honored to be joined this year by senior federal and state officials, including Derek
Sandison, director of the Washington State Department of Agriculture, and Ann Mills, U.S.
Deputy Under Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environment. Morning
keynote speaker Ben Hewitt, author of the book “The Town that Food Saved: How One
Community Found Vitality in Local Food,” will share his experiences and perspectives on
local food systems. We will enjoy a lunchtime panel including Under Secretary Mills; Nic
Loyd, meteorologist and researcher for Washington State University; and Dr. Guillame
Mauger, climate research scientist for the University of Washington Climate Impacts Group,
who will discuss the potential impacts of near-term climate change on local agriculture and
forestry.

Once again, we are delighted to have the opportunity to enjoy fresh, locally sourced
food during today’s conference, and featuring the farm-to-fork connections that are so
important for Snohomish County agriculture.

Thank you for joining us at today’s event.

Linda Neunzig, Agriculture Coordinator, Snohomish County Office of
Economic Development

Linda Neunzig is the Agriculture Coordinator for Snohomish County, Washington.

In this role Neunzig leads Snohomish County’s agriculture initiatives, which have
received national recognition for their innovative approaches to revitalizing the
agriculture sector, and provides assistance to farmers operating within Snohomish
County. She spearheads several agriculture initiatives for the county, including the
Snohomish County Focus on Farming conference, the largest agriculture conference
in western Washington State; agriculture sustainability programs; and agriculture
education and information programs including at the annual Evergreen State Fair.

In addition to her role with Snohomish County, Neunzig is the owner of Ninety Farms,
a 50-acre sustainable farm in Arlington, Washington. There she raises all natural
grass-fed USDA beef and Katahdin lamb for Seattle area restaurants and local

farmers markets. She regularly exports Katahdin breeding stock to the Philippines

to improve the production capabilities of the native sheep breeds. She has attended
“Terra Madre” in Turin, ltaly—one of the world’s leading agriculture symposiums—three
times as a U.S. delegate for Slow Food USA. She was one of five farmers chosen from
across the United States to represent the American Farmer at the New York City Meals
On Wheels benefit in July of 2008, and was featured in Gourmet Magazine as one of
the producers. In 2008 Neunzig was awarded the “Women Who Inspire” award by
the National Women’s Chef and Restaurateurs’ Association for her work in agriculture.
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Registration/Check-in/Breakfast from
the Biscuit Box

Conference Begins

MC Linda Neunzig, Agriculture Coordinator,
Snohomish County Office of Economic
Development and Conference Chair

Opening Remarks
John Lovick, Shohomish County Executive

Welcome

* Derek Sandison, Director, Washington State
Department of Agriculture

¢ Congress woman Suzan DelBene (via video)

Keynote Speakers

Ben Hewitt, Ben’s colorful story of his family’s an-
nual haying adventures with two elderly neighbors
begins our day. Ben’s story is at once poignant,
amusing, and inspiring, but perhaps most impor-
tantly, it serves as a reminder that we are all part
of something greater than ourselves, and that
sometimes the most important aspect of agricul-
ture isn’t the food produced, but the relationships
it cultivates.

Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming/Marketing
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- Nursery/Greenhouse

-- Exporting Your Farm Products
-- Sustainable Ag Education

Forestry Sessions
-- Economic Opportunities
for the Forest Industry

Trade Show

Lunch

Keynote Speaker Panel

Planning For Success

Ann Mills, U.S. Deputy Under Secretary of
Agriculture for Natural Resources and
Environment

Guillaume Mauger, Ph.D.,,

Climate Scientist, Environmental Educator and
Postdoctoral Researchers, JISAO Climate Impacts
Group, University of Washington

Nic Loyd, Meteorologist and Researcher,
Washington State University/AgWeatherNet

Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming/Marketing
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- Nursery/Greenhouse

-- Exporting Your Farm Products
-- Sustainable Ag Education

Forestry Sessions
-- Westside Forest Health
“A Local Taste,” Trade Show

Conference Concludes

Focus On Farming
Sessions
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Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming/Marketing
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- Nursery/Greenhouse

-- Exporting Your Farm Products
-- Sustainable Ag Education

Trade Show

Lunch (prepared by The Human Touch Chef Group
using Northwest products)

Trade Show

Farming Breakout Sessions

in the following tracks:

-- Business of Farming/Marketing
-- Hot Topics

-- Livestock Production

-- Nursery/Greenhouse

-- Exporting Your Farm Products
-- Sustainable Ag Education

“A Local Taste,” Trade Show

Conference Concludes



Derek Sandison, Director, Washington State Department of Agriculture

Derek |. Sandison was appointed director of the Washington State Department of
Agriculture by Gov. Jay Inslee in June 2015.

Sandison, a lifelong Washington resident, has worked in both the public and private
sectors for more than 40 years. Before his current appointment, Sandison served as
director of the Office of Columbia River within the state Department of Ecology. There,
he was responsible for projects to develop water supplies vital for the state’s agricultural
community. Previously, he led Ecology’s Central Region, an area composed of seven
counties stretching from Canada to Washington’s southern border.

Other career experience includes 14 years as senior vice president of a Northwest
consulting firm and 12 years in local government.

As state agriculture director, Sandison supports and promotes Washington’s rich and
diverse agricultural industry both nationally and internationally.

Sandison has a master’s of science in natural resource management and a bachelor’s
degree in biological science, both from Central Washington University. He has received
many awards throughout his career, including the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s John W.
Keys Il Award for building partnerships and strengthening relationships and the
Washington Governor’s Leadership in Management Award.

Ben Hewitt, Author

Ben is the author of four books, including “The Town That Food Saved: How One
Community Found Vitality in Local Food.”

In “The Town That Food Saved,” Ben explores the contradictions inherent to producing
high-end “artisanal” food products in a working class community. To better understand
how a local food system might work, he spends time not only with the agripreneurs,

but also with the region’s numerous small-scale food producers, many of which have been
quietly operating in the area for decades. The result is a delightfully inquisitive peek
behind the curtain of the town that has been dubbed the “Silicon Valley of local food.”

Transferring these experiences to not only our local farmers but also to local forest
owners may enhance the selling of locally grown wood products, as well as create
secondary income through recreation, foraging and value-added timber products.



FORT&ERRA
WHO WE ARE

Forterrais a regional sustainability organization that focuses on protecting our working and wild lands
and making our cities affordable, healthy places to live. Forterra thinks outside the box and applies
abroad range of skills—from land conservation to policy innovation—knowing choices we make
today determine how livable and beautiful this place will be tomorrow. For over 20 years Forterra has
supported farmland protection efforts in Snohomish County and around the region.

SUPPORTING FARMERS

Forterra shapes land-use policies around the region that support farmland protection and help
landowners who want to conserve their property find options that are right for them. We do this through
several different approaches:

TRANSACTIONS FARMLAND PROTECTION ADVOCACY

THE FORTERRA TEAM

Our team has a longstanding relationship with the agricultural
community. We understand the issues important to farmers and look
forward to working with you. Please contact us for more information.

Nicholas Bratton Liz Johnston
Policy Director Conservation Director
nbratton@forterra.org ljohnston@forterra.org

FORTERRA.ORG | 206.292.5907

















































